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LXXIV. An Account of a Specimen of the
Labour of a Kind of Bees, which lay up
their Young in Cafes of Leaves, which they
bury in rotten Wood: In a Letter to
Daniel Wray, Efy; F. R. S. from Sir
Francis Eyles Styles, Barz. F. R. S.

SIR, Batterfea, June 11, 1760.

Read June 12,"F" Send you by the bearer a {pecimen of

1760- of the labour of a kind of bees, who
lay up their young in cafes of leaves, which they bury
in rotten wood. I make no doubt but they are the
fame, which are defcribed in the Tranfactions of the
Royal Society, by Sir Edmond King, Mr. Francis
Willoughby, and Dr. Lifter. See Lowthorp’s abridg-
ment, vol.ii. p. 772, & feq.

Monf. Reaumur, in his Hiftory of Infeéts, tom. vi.
p- 39. defcribes a kind of bees, which he calls per-
cebois (wood-borers). But thefe, he tells us, form
no cafes for their young, but lay them in the holes
they make in the wood, without other covering, ex-
cept artificial floors, which they make of the fame
wood, to divide the length of the holes into feparate
lodgements, each of which contains a fingle bee. In
p. 97. of the fame volume, he defcribes another kind
of bees, which he calls coupefeuilles (leaf-cutters);
and the defcription, which he gives of their work,
feems to anfwer to the fpecimen I fend you. But he
tells us, that all the fpecimens he had ever found, or

been able to colle&, of their labours, were taken out
of
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of the ground ; and feems unwilling to rely on what
he met with in Ray, concerning the depofiting thefe
cafes of leaves in rotten willows. Monf. Reaumur’s
words are as follows.

< Entre les coupeufes, et méme entre les coupeufes
¢ de feuilles de Rofier, il y en a, qui fcavent placer
¢ leurs étuis dans des lieux, ou ils peuvent fe con-
¢ ferver fains plus longtemps, fi, comme Ray le rap-
¢ porte, mais ce quil a negligé de dire qu’il avoit
 vi, les ctuis de feuilles, qu’il a décrits, avoient été
< réellement tirés de trous percés dans du Bois de
¢ Saule pourri. Pour moi je n’en ai encore vii
¢ qu'en terre, et ceux qui me font venus de divers
< endroits, ont tous été tirés de terre.”

As Monf. Reaumur queftions the truth of the ac-
count he met with, it may, perhaps, be agreeable to
the Royal Society, to have a fight of the work in
queftion; and, if you think fo, I fhall be obliged to
you, if you will take the trouble of fhewing it to
them, at their next meeting. I fhould have told you,
that the {pecimen was found in fome park pales near
Windfor, the latter end of laft fummer, by fome
workmen, who brought it to Mr. Lee, nurfery-
gardener at Hammerf{mith, from whom I received it.
One of the bees hatched, and crawled from his cafe,
under my eye, on Whitfunday laft; and, by an empty
cafe I faw, that was broke open much in the fame
manner, I imagine another had hatched, and flown
away a little before. 'The remainder, I prefume, will
not come to life, as I obferve, that fome foreign infe&t
has made its way into fome of the cafes; and others
may have been chilled in the winter, by the fracture

of the wood, in which they were inclofed. I have
5Q.2 deftroyed
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deftroyed fome of the cafes, in examining them ; but

there are enough left in their original fituation, to
thew how they are contrived and difpofed.

Iam, SIR,
Your moft obedient

humble fervant,

F. H. Eyles Styles.

LXXV. An Account of a Cafe of a luxated
Thigh Bone reduced 5 by Mr. Charles
Young, Swurgeon, at Plymouth : Com-

municated by John Huxham, M. D.
F. R. S.

Read June 12, S John Down, a middle fized man,
1760 aged about forty, was, onthe 21ft
Auguft 1759, harnefling his mafter’s horfes, they
fuddenly took fright, and ran away with the chaife.
He had his back towards the chaife, the wheel of
which, as it rolled very {wiftly along, ftruck him on
the upper and hinder part of the right thigh. He fell
to the ground, and was unable to rife again, and
complained immediately of a violent pain in his right
hip. I came to him foon after the accident, and
caufed him to be put to bed ; when, on examination,
I found his only complaint was the violent pain about
the articulation of the femur with the ifchium, which
was increafed by any even the leaft motion olf tl‘;e
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